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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

Applicant's submission filed on 8/11/2006 has been entered. Claim 1 has been amended. 
Claims 1-2 are pending in the application. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-2 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection based on Alexander U.S. Patent No. 6,201,384 
(hereinafter Alexander) in view of Ward et al. U.S. Patent No. 6,917,889 (hereinafter Ward). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Alexander 
U.S. Patent No. 6,201,384 (hereinafter Alexander) in view of Ward et al. U.S. Patent No. 
6,917,889 (hereinafter Ward). 

Claim 1: 

Alexander teaches a method of indicating and manipulating a zoom region within a long 
data record comprising: 
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Displaying the long data record as a displayed waveform (Figs. 3A and column 7-8); 

In response to zoom data which defines a location and scale for the zoom region (e.g., 
defining the starting point and ending point by the pointing device and defining vertical and 
horizontal scaling; Figs. 2-3(B) and column 9, lines 53-67 and column 10, lines 1-67), 
displaying a zoom region indicator (zoom region marker as described in column 7, lines 30-67) 
representing the zoom region with the displayed waveform (the rescaling rectangle is a zoom 
region with the displayed waveform shown in Fig. 3(A)), the zoom region indicator (the zoom 
region marker) having an associated marker (e.g., a bottom side of the rectangle is colored 
marked) which spans the zoom region and has a length equal to or greater than the width of the 
zoom region, the length (the rectangle has only three pixel width with the two vertical lines 
occupying two pixel width and the resealed rectangle has the zoom region of one pixel width) 
being greater than the width of the zoom region (the zoom region has only one pixel width) when 
the width is less than a specified dimension (e.g., the marker defining the starting point and 
ending point by the pointing device and defining vertical and horizontal scaling; Figs. 2-3(8) 
and column 9, lines 53-67 and column 10, lines 1-67); 

Alternating the display of the displayed waveform and a portion of the displayed 
waveform defined by the zoom region as a zoomed waveform (e.g., displaying the resealed 
rectangle of the displayed waveform defined by the zoom region as a zoomed waveform shown in 
Fig. 3(B) as the entire waveform display region and column 11, lines 56-67); and 

Manipulating the zoom region by moving the associated marker with a pointer device to 
display other portions of the displayed waveform as the zoomed waveform (e.g., the graphical 
user interface through the selection of menu items, key strokes, voice activation, and through the 
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use of any type of input device such as the point device 110 allows manipulating the zoom region 
by toggling between the original and new scaling and undoing or redoing the scaling dictated by 
the rescaling rectangle 310 and return the waveforms and display element to their original 
scaling; column 12, lines 23-67; the user may deselect waveform scaling through the selection of 
an arbitrary point outside of the rescaling rectangle 310; see column 10, lines 36-59; and the 
user further selects the zoom region using the cursor; column 12, lines 1-67 and this process of 
selecting and deselecting continues). 

Even if the rescaled rectangle of Alexander is large enough, Alexander's large rescaled 
rectangle still meet the claim limitation of "the zoom region indicator having a width and an 
associated marker which spans the width of the zoom region and has a length equal to or greater 
than the width of the zoom region". However, Alexander is silent to "an independent associated 
marker". Alexander has the rescaled rectangle being three pixel width while the zoom region has 
only one pixel width. Thus, Alexander discloses the bottom side of the rescaled rectangle, as 
color marked, has "the length being greater than the width of the zoom region when the width is 
less than a specified dimension". 

Although Alexander does not disclose an independent marker, i.e., the bottom side of the 
rescaled rectangle is dependent on the rescaled rectangle, Alexander discloses an independent 
color that marks the bottom side of the resealed rectangle. 

Ward discloses in Fig. la and Ic a zoom region indicator (box 106 of Fig. la or box 306 
of Fig. 3) having a width and an independent associated marker (marker 104 of Fig. la or 304 of 
Fig. 3). When the zoom region indicator has only a few pixel width, the marker 104 or 304 spans 
the width of the zoom region and has a length equal to or greater than the width of the zoom 
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region, the length being greater than the width of the zoom region when the width is less than a 
specified dimension . Ward of course discloses other claim limitations set forth in the claim 1 as 
well. For example, Ward also discloses simultaneously displaying with the displayed waveform a 
portion of the displayed waveform defined by the zoom region as a zoomed waveform. 

Therefore, having the combined teaching of Ward and Alexander, it would have been 
obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
incorporated as associated marker of Ward into Alexander as Alexander discloses color marking 
the resealed rectangle. One of the ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do so to 
highlight a portion of the zoom region and to track and follow the waveform correlation by the 
movement of marker knob 112 (See Ward column 3, lines 35-40). 

Claim 2: 

Alexander further discloses displaying the zoomed waveform in a different color from 
one used to display the displayed waveform (e.g., the priority encoder sends the selected color to 
the VRAM 146 which then causes the pixel to be rendered in the indicated color and a 
rectangular pixel area is typically defined within DRAM 148 with the programmed color 
typically dark gray; see column 7, lines 30-67 and column 8, lines 1-16; column 9, lines 63-67 
and column 10, lines 1-7) with the zoom region indicator being displayed in the different color 
(e.g., the color the marker is rendered at the pixel location providing a display that appears to 
show the marker over the waveform; column 7, lines 30-67 arui column 8, lines 1-16; column 9, 
lines 63-67 and column 10, lines 1-7). 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jin-Cheng Wang whose telephone number is (571) 272-7665. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 - 6:30 (Mon-Thu). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are xmsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kee Tung can be reached on (571) 272-7794. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

jew 



KEE M.TUNG^ 
SUPERVISORY PATEWT EXAMINER 



